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HIGHLIGHTS 
September 8 - 14, 1996 


strong, late-week cold front flushed out tropical moisture left 

across the East in the wake of Hurricane Fran. Before the 
front's arrival, additional heavy rain in the Middle Atlantic States 
aggravated recovery efforts in the wake of severe flooding. The front's 
passage heralded the arrival of very cool air across the Midwest. Frost 
dotted the upper Midwest at week's end, but likely caused only minor 
damage to immature corn and soybeans. On Friday, eastern Pacific 
Hurricane Fausto made landfall in northwestern Mexico, contributing 
tropical moisture to a storm system moving across the Southwest. As 
a result, heavy rain overspread the Four Corners States and the 
southern Plains, further reducing long-term moisture deficits. 
Elsewhere, Hurricane Hortense crossed southwestern Puerto Rico on 
Monday night, producing strong winds and as much as 23 inches of 
rain. 





(Continued on page 4) 
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CROP MOISTURE ] 
(SHORT TERM, CROP NEED VS. AVAILABLE WATER IN 5-FT. SOIL PROFILE) : 


September 14, 1996 UPDATED WEEKLY 
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| CROP MOISTURE: MOIST 
| DEPICTS SHORT TERM (UP TO ABOUT 4 WEEKS) 
| ABNORMAL DRYNESS OR WETNESS AFFECTING AGRICUL- 
TURE, RESPONDS RAPIDLY, CAN CHANGE CONSIDERABLY 
WEEK TO WEEK, AND INDICATES NORMAL CONDITIONS AT 
| THE BEGINNING AND END OF THE GROWING SEASON 


| USES...APPLICABLE IN MEASURING THE SHORT TERM, 
| WEEK-TO-WEEK, STATUS OF DRYNESS OR WETNESS AFFECTING WARM 
| SEASON CROPS AND FIELD OPERATIONS. 


| LIMITATIONS... MAY NOT BE APPLICABLE TO GERMINATING AND 

| ROOTED CROPS WHICH ARE UNABLE TO EXTRACT THE DEEP OR SUBSOL MOISTURE 

| FROM AS-FOOT PROFILE, OR FOR COOL SEASON CROPS GROWING WHEN TEMPERA. 

| TURES ARE AVERAGING BELOW ABOUT 55°F. IT IS NOT GENERALLY INDICATIVE OF 

| THE LONG TERM (MONTHS, YEARS) DROUGHT OR WET SPELLS WHICH ARE DEPICTED 

| BY THE DROUGHT SEVERITY INDEX NOAA/USDA JOINT AGRICULTURAL WEATHER FACILITY  pased on preiiminary reports 











CROP MOISTURE INDEX 
(SHORT TERM, CROP NEED VS. AVAILABLE WATER IN 5-FT. SOIL PROFILE) 


September 14, 1996 
(Index values are in tenths; example: 37 = 3.7) 
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SHADED AREAS: 
INDEX INCREASED OR DID NOT CHANGE 





NOAA/JUSDA JOINT AGRICULTURAL WEATHER FACILITY _ Based on preliminary reports 











September 17, 1996 Weekly Weather and Crop Bulletin 


| 
| 
| 








DROUGHT SEVERITY 
(LONG TERM PALMER) 


September 14, 1996 UPDATED BIWEEKLY 
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| DROUGHT SEVERITY INDEX (PALMER): 


| DEPICTS PROLONGED (MONTHS, YEARS) ABNORMAL DRYNESS OR 

| WETNESS; RESPONDS SLOWLY; CHANGES LITTLE FROM WEEK TO 

| WEEK; AND REFLECTS LONG-TERM MOISTURE RUNOFF, RECHARGE, 

| AND DEEP PERCOLATION, AS WELL AS EVAPOTRANSPIRATION. 
USES...APPLICABLE IN MEASURING DISRUPTIVE EFFECTS OF PROLONGED 
ORYNESS OR WETNESS ON WATER SENSITIVE INATING DIS- 

| ASTER AREAS OF DROUGHT OR WETNESS; AND REFLECTING THE GENERAL 

| TERM STATUS OF WATER SUPPLIES IN AQUIFERS, RESERVOIRS, AND STREAMS. 


UMITATIONS...IS NOT GENERALLY meer cinta aracbagmnsn 


NOAA/USDA JOINT AGRICULTURAL WEATHER FACILITY 





Based on preliminary reports 





DROUGHT SEVERITY INDEX BY DIVISION 
(LONG TERM, PALMER) 


September 14, 1996 
(Index values are in tenths; example: 37 = 3.7) 
UPDATED BIWEEKLY 
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0.4 to -0.4 NEAR NORMAL 

0.510 -0.9 INCIPIENT DROUGHT 0.5 to 0.9 INCIPIENT MOIST SPELL 
-1.0 to -1.9 MILD DROUGHT 1.0to 1.9 MOIST SPELL 

-2.0 to -29 MODERATE DROUGHT 2.0 to 2.9 UNUSUAL MOIST SPELL 
-3.0 to -3.9 SEVERE DROUGHT 3.010 3.9 VERY MOIST SPELL 
BELOW -4.0 EXTREME DROUGHT ABOVE 4.0 EXTREME MOIST SPELL 








NOAAJUSDA JOINT AGRICULTURAL WEATHER FACILITY _— Based on preliminary reports 
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GOES-8 IR, Sept. 13, 20:45 UTC 
Hurricane Fausto sweeps northeastward 
across southern Baja California. 





(Continued from front cover) 

On Sunday, hot weather continued in 
Florida, where Ft. Myers notched a daily- 
record high of 96°F. Farther north, a weak 
cold front edged the remnant circulation of 
Hurricane Fran _— eastward across 
southeastern Canada, but sparked 
additional heavy rain from Michigan to 
Maine, southward to the Carolinas. Rain 
returned toward week's end in conjunction 
with the stronger front, boosting weekly 
totals to more than 3 inches in locations such 


as Alpena, MI, Augusta, ME, and- 


Richmond, VA. On September 13, a daily- 
record total of 2.78 inches pelted 
Williamsport, PA. In Wilmington, NC, rain 
fell on 5 days during the week, totaling 5.12 
inches, hampering Hurricane Fran recovery 
efforts. 


On. September 9-10, Hurricane Hortense, 
packing eye-wall winds of 80 mph, lashed 
Puerto Rico and the U.S. Virgin Islands. 
Peak gusts reached 62 mph in San Juan, PR 
and 52 mph on St. Croix, VI (Alexander 
Hamilton Airport). In a 30-hour period, 
about a foot of rain soaked St. Croix, while 
20 inches or more inundated such Puerto 
Rican locations as San Lorenzo, Juncos, 
and Naguabo. Extensive flooding affected 
areas east of a line from Arecibo to 
Penuelas. 


“ Warm air covered the Interior Northwest 
during the week, producing departures of +3 


Departure of Average Temperature from Normal (°F) 


SEP 8 - 14, 1996 
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Much cooler weather and rain overspread the Pacific Northwest at week's cnd. On Saturday, several 
Oregon locations noted a daily-record 
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inches) and Eugene (1.27 inches). 


An active monsoon pattern developed 
across the Southwest at midweek. 
Even before the arrival of Fausto's 
remnant moisture, totals included 2.01 
inches in Carlsbad, NM and 0.99 
inches in Douglas, AZ. Rainfall 
became more widespread and intense at 
week's end. During the 24 hours ending 
at 6 a.m. MDT on September 15, totals 
reached 3.08 inches in Abilene, TX, 
2.09 inches in Ponca City, OK, and 
1.79 inches in Del Rio, TX. In 
Albuquerque, NM, 0.65 inches fell, 
while the maximum climbed only to 
63°F. 


rainfall, including Portland (2.03 


Frost first appeared at midweek in 
northwestern North Dakota, where 
the low dipped to 32°F in Williston. On 
Saturday morning, daily records were 
set at a handful of sites, including St. 
Cloud, MN (31°F), Webster City, IA (34°F), and Springfield, IL (37°F). Farther east, clouds and 
showers helped to hold Saturday's highs in Michigan to 54°F at both Grand Rapids and Lansing. 
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Total Growing Degree Days 
March 1 - September 14, 1996 
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Corn 
Computed to 50 degree F base with daily 5500 
maximum temperature limited to 86 ft 





degrees F or less and daily minimum to NOAA/USDA JOINT AGRICULTURAL WEATHER FACILITY 
data 


50 degrees F or more. Based on preliminary 








Growing Degree Days Departure from Normal 
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Weather Data for the Week Ending September 14, 1996 
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Weather Data for the Week Ending September 14, 1996 
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Weather Data for the Week Ending September 14, 1996 
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Based on 1961-90 normais 


Note: These data are preliminary and subject to change. In the past, precipitation totals from a number of stations have been incomplete. 
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September 9 - 15, 1996 








HIGHLIGHTS 


Temperatures averaged 3 to 6 degrees above normal 
in the Northwest and Northeast, and normal to 6 
degrees below normal elsewhere. In the Midwest, 
warmer weather is needed to speed the maturity of 
late-planted crops. On September 14, light, scattered 
frost occurred In low-lying areas of eastern North 
Dakota, Minnesota, and northern lowa. Damage is 
unknown at this time. Early in the week, remnants of 
Hurricane Fran brought rain across the Great Lakes 
and the Northeast, which brought relief to crops on 
dry soils. By midweek, a cold front brought rain to 


The winter wheat crop in the 19 major producing States was 
15 percent (%) planted, up 8 percentage points from the 
previous week but 3 points behind the 5-year average. Good 
planting progress was made in Colorado, Nebraska, South 
Dakota, Texas, and Washington. In Nebraska, producers were 
concerned about grasshopper populations in some newly seeded 
fields. In Texas, planting continued as conditions allowed. 
Some greenbug and armyworm problems occurred in emerged 
fields. Recent rains should improve planting prospects. 
However, cool weather has slowed emergence. 


Spring wheat harvested for the five major producing States 
was 91% complete, up 8 points from last week and 12 points 
ahead of the average. Spring wheat harvest activity was ahead 
of the average in all five States, with Montana and North 
Dakota 23 and 11 points ahead, respectively. 


Corn remained in mostly good to fair condition, with 96% of 
the crop completing the dough stage for the 17 major producing 
States, up 8 points from the previous week, and 1 point ahead 
of the average. Corn denting, at 73% complete, was up 21 
points from the previous week but 8 points behind the average, 
while corn mature, at 20% complete, lagged the average by 17 
points. Corn harvested at 4%, was 3 points behind the average. 
Corn denting progress lagged the average by at least 10 points 
in the eastern Corn Belt and the upper Great Lakes region. In 
Ohio, denting progress was 45 points behind the average. Corn 
maturity in the Corn Belt averaged 18 points behind the 5-year 
average. Corn harvest was at or behind the average in all States 
except Missouri, North Carolina, and Pennsylvania. Some 
minor, light, scattered frost was reported in mostly low-lying 
areas of Minnesota, northern Iowa, and parts of North Dakota. 


Cotton bolls opening was 61% complete, up 9 points from last 
week and 7 points ahead of the average. Cotton condition 


the Middle Atiantic and Southeastern States, which 
delayed harvest and planting activities. Rains, 
preceding Hurricane Fausto, also fell across the 
Southwest at midweek, causing planting and 
harvesting delays, as well as some problems for the 
cotton crop. At the end of the period, the remnants of 
Hurricane Fausto brought more rains to the 
Southwest and South. Heavy rains also fell over the 
Northeast as another cold front moved across the 
region. A Pacific storm brought rains to the 
Northwest at week’s end. 


REE ORCA ESATO TE SL. RR UO EN ETO PRCT TIER TRL 


improved slightly from the previous week but remained mostly 
good to fair for the 14 major producing States. Boll rot was a 
problem in some late-planted fields in Mississippi. In Texas, 
cool conditions slowed crop maturity in the plains. Rainfall 
slowed harvest and caused some quality problems in south- 
central areas and possibly in the upper coast of Texas. 


Rice harvested for the five major producing States was 52% 
complete, up 19 points from the previous week and 11 points 
ahead of normal. Rice condition remained mostly good to 
excellent. Favorable conditions allowed the harvest to advance 
rapidly in Arkansas and Mississippi. High winds caused some 
lodging in rice fields in Arkansas. In California, producers 
delayed harvest as they waited for the crop to dry down more. 


Sorghum condition for the 12 major producing States 
remained mostly good to fair with sorghum turning color at 
85% complete, up 16 points from the previous week, and 9 
points ahead of the average. The acreage of sorghum mature at 
36% was 8 points ahead of last week but 2 points behind 
normal. Acreage harvested, at 23%, was 2 points behind 
average. Kansas reported serious corn earworm problems in 
some southwestern fields. Wet fields delayed harvest in north- 
central Texas. Cool conditions delayed crop maturity in parts 
of Texas. In Nebraska, sorghum maturity, at 2%, was 22 points 
behind the average. 


Soybeans condition remained mostly good to fair with 
soybeans dropping leaves 17% complete, up 9 points from last 
week, but 12 points below the average. Dropping leaves 
progress from Nebraska to Ohio was 25 points behind average. 
In Illinois, light, scattered rains provided the crop with some 
moisture for pod filling, but warmer weather was needed to 
promote crop development. 
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Week Ending September 15, 1996 
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Week Ending Septeniver 15, 1996 





Sorghum Percent Coloring | Cotton Percent Bolls Opening 
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Peanuts Crop Condition by 
‘ Percent 


P - Poor 
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G - Good 
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Cotton Crop Condition by 
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National crop conditions for selected States are weighted based on 1995 
planted acres. 





Average Pan Evaporation (inches/Day) 


September 8 - 14, 1996 
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These summaries, saaailinelibuinianet Aliamminaeatinitaeiainn peactdstnteiamantiiin aamaneaemadan ideas important on a national scale. 
More detailed data are available in Weather and Crop Bulletins published each Monday by NASS State Statistical Offices in cooperation with the National 
Weather Service. The crop weather reports are also available on the Internet through the NASS Home Page on the World Wide Web at 


http://www.usda.gov/nass/ or from JAWF at http://www.usda.gov/oce/waob/iawf. 


ALABAMA: Days suitable for fieldwork 5.2. Topsoil 11% short, 86% 
adequate, 3% surplus. Corn a 97%, 96% 1995, 98% hs 
harvested 57%, 68% 1995, 58% % very poor, 3% poor, 37% fair, 
55% , 4% excellent. Livestoc 996 poor, BON fair, 8%. good. 8% 
excellent. stage, Neg alae gk my but peak harvest is still 
several weeks away. Rains delayed peanut harvest. 





Ph ae harvesting grain and hay 3.5, 6 
Topsoil 10% short, 85% adequate, 5% 
pooner Subsoll 2B% K short, 75% adequate. Barley harvest 20% 
complete, compared to 80% 1995. Second crop hay harvest was 30% 
complete, 5% ahead of 1995. Commercial potato harvest was 50% 
complete, compared to 75% 1995. Livestock were in mostly good to 
excellent shape. 





ARIZONA: _ Defoliation increasing in cotton fields, condition continues 
to decline. Harvest 6%, 4% 1995, 6% avg. Alfalfa quality ae 
improving. Harvest 11% light, 14% moderate, 48% active, 

being harvested at this time. Condition 3% poor, 24% fair, 42% good, 
31% excellent. Corn for grin harvest is active in eastern parts ofthe 
State. Central growers continued to 


Eastern ii peppers, 28 well es 
watermelons. growers harvested cl chili peppers, as well as 
apples, pistachios. Lemon harvest continued in central, western areas. 





ARKANSAS: Days suitable for fieldwork 7. Soil moisture 15% very 
short, 39% short, 46% adequate. Main farming activities: Defoliating 


cotton, irrigating soybeans, draining rice fields, preparing for winter 
annuals planting, harvesting 


cotton, rice, corn, sorghum, soybeans, hay. 
Soybean irrigation continued in many counties. 
proceeded in several counties. Drought conditions caused some 
Soybeans to deteriorate in Faulkner County. ‘Lime aoe were 
again applied to early soybeans in in Conway County. ‘al counties 
reported cotton defoliation harvest was reported by numerous 
counties. Mississippi County rex reported cotton ginning was underway. 
Prairie County reported salt was applied to rice fields to aid in harvest. 
High winds caused some rice fads 10 | lodge in Craighead County. Rice 
fields continued to be drained in preparation for harvest in numerous 
counties. Rice, corn, sorghum harvests continued in several counties. 
Livestock remained in good condition across State. Hay harvest 
progressed. 





CALIFORNIA: _ Field activities progressed normally in most areas, 
despite scattered light rain late in the week. Small grain fields were 
bumed, disced, pre-irigated in preparation for planting. Oats end winter 
forage mixes were seeded in the San Joaquin Valley, some early planted 
fields were o——. Rice harvest slowly picked up speed. Many 
growers were waiting lower moisture content before harvesting. Cool 
growth in the Sacramento Valley. Cotton was sprayed 
for ag aphids, yg yous, mi mites, worms, white flies. Defoliation gained 
momentum in the San Joaquin Valley. Harvest was active in the desert 
counties. Grain sorghum was sprayed for aphids. Alfalfa, corn were 
treated for armyworms. Dry beans, saff safflower, wer, seed alfalfa, sugar beets, 
corn for grain or silage were harvested. Alfalfa, sudan grass were cut 
for hay or green chopped. Grape harvest was active. Approxi 
39% of the raisin crop was on trays, with 47% rolled, 14% picked up. 
Fresh grape varieties picked include Thompson Seediess, Flame 
Seediess, Ruby Seediess. Harvest of grapes for wine use continued, 
Prune harvest was active. Granny Smith, Fuji variety apples 
picked. Almond harvest was in full swing, while the early variety walnut 
harvest began in the San Joaquin Valley. Fig harvest c continued. 
Valencia orange picking gained momentum. Grapefruit, lemon 
were active. New crop navel oranges were progressing well. 1. Some 
strawberries were blooming in el San — boyy Broccoli, 
Cauliflower were harvested along Carrots in Kern County 
were planted, harvested. Garle harvest in et in Kings County was winding 
Celery was harvested in Monterey, Ventura, San Luis Obispo 
Counties. Mauss thovelt Giurqnaah vs 06 Gan dein, Serene 
Valleys. Pumpkins were sprayed for aphids, worms. Onions were 





harvested along the coast. Bell, chili peppers were harvested in the San 
Joaquin Valley. Harvest of Sweetpotatoes progressed in Merced 
County. Processing tomatoes were harvested in the San Joaquin, 
Sacramento Valleys. Fresh market tomato harvesting continued. 
Lettuce was harvested along the coast. Fall lettuce fields were planted, 
irrigated in the San Joaquin Valley. Fall vegetables were sprayed for 
white flies. Winter vegetables were planted in the Imperial Valley. 
Cooler weather helped stabilize production in the poultry, dairy industry. 
Supplemental neta feeding of 0 ot hay, nutrients to cattle increased as feed 
supplies declined. began. Sheep were grazing melon fields. 





COLORADO: Days suitable for fieldwork 5.4. Topsoil 5% very short, 
22% short, 66% adequate, babeag ot Subsoil 12% very short, 22% 
short, 64% adequate, 2% surplus barley 99% harvested, 69% 
1995, 79% avg. Oats 86% harvested, 61% 1995, 77% avg. Dry onions 
77% harvested, 54% 1995, 59% avg. Spring wheat 91% harvested, 
62% 1995, 59% avg. Corn silage 42% harvested, 4% 1995, 16% avg. 
Sugar bests 1% very poor, 2% poor, 18% fair, 63% good, 16% 
excellent. Summer potatoes 63% 63% harvested, 54% 1995, 69% avg. Fall 
potatoes 17% harvested, 2% 1995, 7% avg.; 1% very poor, 4% poor, 
7% fair, —o- 20% excellent. Sorghum 100% headed, 94% 1995, 
89% avg. Dry beans 60% cut, 26% 1995, 47% avg.; 43% harvested, 
10% 1995, 2% a 6% very poor, 12% poor, 15% fair, 53% good, 
14% excellent. 53% 3rd cutting, 50% 1995, 46% avg.; 
very poor, 6% poor, 21% fair, 55% good, 15% excellent. Rain ocoured 
in the eastern part of the State almost everyday which favored some 
crops, slowed development, harvest activities for other crops. 





DELAWARE: Days suitable for fieldwork 4.2. Topsoil 18% short, 80% 


acum, 3 2% b surplus. Subsoil 27% short 73% adequate. Corn 2% 
84% good, 5% excellent; 94% dent, 98% 1995, 94% avg 

44% mature, 86% 1895, ons 8% harvested for grain, 31% 1995, 

; 2% 


poor, 34% fair, 62% good, on tcton: OF 


setting 
93% avg.; 8% turned, 34% 1995, 21% avg. Sorghum 32% fair, 64% 
good, 4% excellent; 34% turning color, 67% 1995, 41% avg.; 5% 


_ Mature, 44% 1995, 17% avg. Sweet corn 95% harvested, 98% 1995, 


97% avg. Potatoes 95% harvested, 98% 1995, 92% avo. Tomatoes 

95% harvested, 97% 1995, 93% avg. Watermelons 94% harvested, 
98% 1995, 98% avg, Lima beans 57% harvested, 59% 1995, 56% avg. 
Apples 8% fair, 88% good, 4% excellent; 49% harvested, 44% 1995, 
40% avg. Alfalfa hay 88% 3rd cutting, 100% 1995, 100% avg.; 31% 4th 
cutting, 46% 1995, 47% avg. Other hay 84% 3rd cutting, 88% 1995, 
73% avg, 18% 4th cutting, 8% 1995, 15% avg. Hay supplies 2% very 
short, 31% short, 67% adequate. Activities: Harvesting vegetables, hay, 


corn for grain, silage. 





FLORIDA: Topsoil mostly short to adequate throughout State. Peanut 
harvest is 24% complete. Tobacco marketing is active. Corn for grain 
harvest is active. Haying active. Growers starting to pick cotton. 
Peanuts poor 9%, mang in eonee 34%, re tcoreabera naeebe 
first part of week. Most vegetable activity back on schedule during later 
part of week. Citrus groves, trees, new crop fruit very good to excellent 
condition. Moisture adequate, new growth on most young trees, some 

irrigation. Testing fruit for early harvest continues. Some early fruit 
shipped this week. Caretakers cutting cover crops, herbiciding, 
spraying, adding soil amendments. Pasture feed fair 30%, good 70%. 
Armyworms in west-central pastures. Recent rainfall southwest helped 
grass growth; however, too much rain has created flooding conditions 
same area Condition of caitle herds fair 15%, good 80%, excellent 5%. 





GEORGIA: Deve eu suitable for fieldwork 5.6. Soil moisture 4% very 
short, 22% short, 66% adequate, 8% surplus. Cotton 5% harvested. 
8% 1995, mon. Hay 5% poor, 29% fair, 62% good, 4% excellent. 

dug, 49% 1995, 33% avg. Rye 2% planted, 3% 1995, 2% 
avg. “seen 4% very 5% poor, 39% fair, 48% , 4% 
exelent: 20% harvested fer orsin, 38% 1995, 39% avo. 
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96% setting pods, 100% 1995, 98% avg. Tobacco 96% harvest 

100% 1995, 89% avg, Other small grains 1% planted, 3% 1995, 2% 
avg. Apples 2% fair, 98% good.; 27% harvested, 49% 1995, 49% avg. 

Pocene 1% very poor, 12% poor, 38% fair, 40% good, 9% excellent. 

Rains scattered, soil moisture down slightly from last week. Rains 


decining, with hay harvest some areas, dry few areas pasture, hay - 


feeding hay to cattle on pastures. Disease in peanuts 
— pet Dea digging some areas. Activities: Spraying for insects 
cotton; defoliating cotton; mowing tobacco stalks; 


pecans, soybeans, 
getting pe pecan orchards ready for harvest, checking peanuts for maturity. 


HAWAII Crops benefited from gradual improvement in weather. 

Papaya production relatively light. Banana production heavy, above year 
ago levels. Watermeion harvesting light. Tomato production light, good 
quality. ead cabbage supplies moderate to heavy, generally good 
quality. One cane milled will close this week. Sugarcane condition 
varies, Kauai fields in good condition after recent rains. Maui fields in 
need of more water. 








IDAHO: Days suitable for fieldwork 6.7. Topsoil 23% very short, 39% 
short, 38% adequate. Potatoes turning (vines senescing) 95%, 77% 
1995, 94% avq,; vines dead/killed 54%, 55% 1995, 78% avg.; harvested 
10%, 7% 1995, 11% avg.; 1% poor, 11% fair, 66% good, 22% excellent. 
Sugar beets mareaned 1%, 1% 1995, 3% avg. Ataifa hay harvested 
(3rd cutting) 53%, 43% 1995, 48% avg. Oats Rarvested for grain 82%, 
61% 1995, 80% avg. Corn harvested for silage 21%, 16% 1995, 23% 
avg. Dry peas harvested 94%, 91% 1995, 92% avg. Dry beans 
harvested 51%, 26% 1995, 39% avg. Lentils harvested 84%, 62% 
1995, 80% avg. Mint harvested 96%, 86% 1995, 96% avg. Hops 

62%, 68% 1995, 73% avg, Sweet corn harvested 92%, 63% 
1995, 75% avg. Onions harvested 46%, 18% 1995, 42% avg. Apples 
harvested 7%, 8% 1995, 14% avg. Peaches harvested 86%, 76% 
4995, 89% avo. Prunes, plums harvested 69%, 42% 1995, 75% avg. 
Pasture feed, range 3% very poor, 28% poor, 43% fair, 24% good, 2% 
excellent. Irrigation water supply 4% poor, 10% fair, 55% good, 31% 
excellent. Activities: Killing, rolling potato vines, seeding ) planted 
grains, applying fertilizer, harvesting small grains, alfalfa hay, onions, dry 
beans, silage corn. 





ILLINOIS: Days suitable for fieldwork 6.4. Topsoil 17% very short, 
48% short, 35% adequate. Corn harvest was underway last week in 
central, southern districts, only 1% of the crop had been harvested by 
18th. Light, scattered rains throughout the State provided soybeans 
with some moisture, more is needed in most areas for pod filling. 
Northern districts still need warm weather to promote crop progress. 


Silage harvest began in the northern districts. Soybeans 34% turning 


yellow, 50% 1995, 68% avg. Soybeans 0% harvested, 1% 1995, 4% 
avg, Alfalfa 82% 3rd cutting, 89% 1995, 85% avg. 





INDIANA: Days Suitable for fieldwork 5.9. Topsoil 19% very short, 
36% —_ 43% adequate, 2% surplus. Subsoil 21% very short, 40% 
short, 38% adequate, 1% surplus. Portions of the State received rainfall 
last week, but many areas remain dry. Corn harvest gaining 
momentum, southwestern and some central areas. A few scattered 
soybean fields have been harvested. Corn in dent stage or beyond by 
region: 63% north, 61% central, 65% south. Tobacco harvest 60% 
complete, 61% 1995, 68% avg. Mint harvest nearing completion. 
Activities: ies: Preparing equipment for fall harvest, preparing ground for 
winter wheat seeding, filling silos, cleaning grain bins, cutting hay, mint, 
mowing roadsides, care of livestock. 





OWA: Days suitable for fieldwork 5.7. Topsoil very short 6%, short 
33%, —~— —e 58%, — 3%. Subsoil very short 5%, short 31%, 
adequate 60% , Surplus 4% Harvest getting underway across the State 
with seed com harvest well Several reporters mentioned that 
the moisture level of harvested corn (primarily seed corn) is in the upper 
30s to lower 40s range. Comments on the condition of both corn, 
soybeans remain variable ranged from “crops look excellant’ to “crops 
not as good as farmers thought.” Northern districts report a frost 
occurring on the morning of the 14th. For the most part, a, low lying 
areas appear to have been affected by the frost. The extent of damage 
to the crops in these areas is unknown. leaves turning color 
48%, 60% 1995, 59% avg. Se ee oe 82% 
1995, 75% avg. Clover hay 2nd crop harvested 92% , 100% 1995, 96% 
avg. 








KANSAS: Days suitable for fieldwork 5.5. Topsoil 1% very short, 24% 
short, 72% adequate, 3% Surplus. Subsoil 2% very short, 14% short, 
81% adequate, 3% surplus. e have been many reports of 7 
infestations of corn earworms in sorghum, particularly in 
southwestern quadrate of the State. Fall crops remain mostly in ono 
excellent condition, are ahead of normal maturity. Harvest of fall crops 
is getting getting underway. Alfalfa cut the 3rd time 100% complete, 100% 
4995, 99% avg. Alfalfa cut the 4th time 52% complete, a7 1995, 47% 
avg. Activities: Seeding wheat, corn harvest, baling hay, cutting silage. 





KENTUCKY: Cool, dry weather continues to delay crop progress. 
Pastures, late seeded crops stressed by lack of moisture. Days suitable 
fieldwork 5.3. Topsoil 17% very short, 38% short, 42% adequate, 3% 
surplus. Subsoil moisture 8% very short, 43% short, 46% adequate, 3% 
surplus. Burley tobacco cut B7%, 78%, 1995, 76% avg. Dark tobacco 
75% cut. Most houssd tobacco oom well, houseburn minimal in most 
areas. Tobacco in fied 2% very poor, 8% , 37% fair, 46% good, 7% 
excellent. Early planted corn harvest in full swing in western, southern 
areas. Chopping silage also major activity. More rain, late frost needed 
for late soybeans to mature, Hay or aga pastures fh hurt by dry weather. 
Pasture feed 7% very poor, 1 fair, 35% good, 6% 
excellent. Some livestock receiving mer tor to wanemais pasture. 





LOUISIANA: Days suitable for fieldwork 6.0. Soil moisture 2% sac 


short, 20% short, 72% adequate, 6% surplus. Corn 98% h 
95% 1995, 949% avg. Corn harvest was was almost complete with only a few 
fields remaining. “Cotton 5% harvested, 6% 1995, 5% Cotton 
defoliation was in full swing with several a — Hay 94% 
second cutting, 80% 1995, 74% avg. producers were 
reporting that their hay was of poor quality. “pice 9% ripe, 97% 1995, 
92% avg. Rice producers were busy managing 2nd crop rice. 
Soybeans 74% turning color, 62% 1995, 47% avg.; 16% harvested, 
11% 1995, 5% avg. Drier weather helped soybean farmers with control 
of aerial blight. Sugarcane 1% very poor, 8% poor, 23% fair, 50% good, 
18% excellent; 34% planted, 78% 1995, 59% avg. Sweetpotatoes 5% 
poor, Logie 68% good, 7% excellent; 32% harvested, 10% 1995, 
avg. Livestock 3% poor, 23% fair, 67% good, 7% excellent. 
Vegetables 11% poor, 46% fair, 40% good, 3% excellent. Vegetable 
producers were harvesting cucumbers, greens. Pasture feed 3% poor, 
24% fair, 65% good, 8% excellent. 





MARYLAND: Days suitable for fieldwork 3.8. Topsoil 8% short, 68% 
adequate, 24% surplus. Subsoil 6% short, 76% adequate, 18% surplus. 
Corn 2% poor, 11% fair, 60% good, 27% excellent; 92% dough, 98% 
1995, 96% avg.; 79% dent, 95% 1995, 87% avg.; 39% mature, 73% 
1995, 55% avo; 9% harvested for grain, 27% 1995, 45% png 46% 
harvested for silage, 76% 1995, 52% avg. Soybeans 6% . 18% fair, 
61% good, 15% excellent; 96% setting pods, 99% 1995, 96% avg,; 10% 
— 58% 1995, 32% avg. po gt! 18% fair, 65% ‘good, 

8% excellent, 68% turning color, 65% 1995. ; 8% mature, 38% 
1995, 20% avg. Tobacco 91% harvested, 96% 1996, 75% avg. Sweet 
cor 89% harvested, 95% 1995, 97% avg. Tomatoes 94% harvested, 
93% 1995, 94% avg. Watermeions 97% harvested, 93% 1995, 96% 
avg. Apples 1% poor, 16% fair, 64% good, 19% excellent; 23% 
harvested, 47% 1995, 36% avg. Alfalfa hay 42% fourth cutting, 78% 
1995, 58% avg. Other hay 66% ard Cutting, % 1995, 60% avg.; 10% 
4th cutting, 34% 1995, 22% avg. Hay supplies 1% very short, 15% 
short, 80% adequate, 4% surplus. Activities: Harvesting vegetables, 
hay, corn for grain and silage. 





MICHIGAN: Days suitable for fieldwork 5.0. Topsoil 15% very short, 
39% short, 38% adequate, 8% surplus. Subsoil 29% very short, 34% 
short, 25% adequate, 12% surplus. Dry beans, leaves turning 88%, 
99% 1995, 90% avg.; leaves shedding 55%, 92% 1995, 75% avg.; 9% 
very poor, 17% poor, 38% fair, 29% good, 7% excellent. All hay 3rd 
cutting 62%, 75% 1995, 60% avg.; all hay 4th cutting 6%, 15% 1995, 
14% avg. All hay 7% very poor, 22% poor, 39% fair, 27% good, 5% 
excellent. Potatoes harvested 53%, 67% 1995, 54% avg. Pasture for 
feed 17% very poor, 31% poor, 37% fair, 13% good, 2% excellent. 





MINNESOTA: Days suitable for fieldwork 5.8. Topsoil 22% very 
short, 29% short, 46% adequate, 3% surplus. Corn 99% dough, 99% 
1995, 93% avg.; 76% denting, 89% 1995, 71% avg.; 9% mature, 25% 
1995, 18% avg.; 0% harvested, 1% 1995, 0% avg.; 17% silage cut, 
33% 1995, 17% avg. Soybeans 70% turning yellow, 75% 1998, 62% 
yl. avg.; 24% shedding leaves, 32% 1995, 26% ; 3% mature, 7% 
1995, 6% avg. Spring wheat 85% harvested, 96% 1995, 83% avg. 
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90% harvested, 92% 1995, 90% avg. Rye 64% seeded, 5 
1905, 56% avg. Winter wheat 83% seeded, ' 
Sweet corn 849% harvested, 76% 1995, 76% 
harvested, 32% 1995, 38% avg. 8% 1995, 
24% avg. Stubble plowed 57%, 43% 1995, . AB% avo. Flax 18% 
harvested, 19% 1995, 34% avg gar beets 5% harvested, 3% 1995, 
2% avg. Pasture feed 14% very poor, 25% poor, 36% fair, 24% 
1% excellent. oe eee 9% poor, 36% fair, 44% 9 | 9% 
Souies 1% very poor, 10% poor, 41% fair, 42% good, 6% 
ext § 





MISSISSIPPI: Days suitable for fieldwork 6.5. Soil moisture 3% very 
short, 24% short, 71% adequate, 2% —_—- Corn 100% mature, 99% 
1995, 95% avg.; 62% harvested, 72% 1995, 53% avg.; 97% silage 
harvested, 97% 1905, 80% avo.; 1% very poor, 4% poor, 5% fair, 58% 
good, 12% excellent. 70% turning color, 69% 1995, 49% 
avq,, 50% leaves, 43% 1995, 23% avg.; 20% harvested, 22% 
1995, 6% avg.; 1% wory poor, 4% poor, 25% fair, 57%, goad, 15% 
excellent. Wheat 1% planted, 0% 1995, 3% avg, 


4% harvested, 9O% 1805, NA Pens he NA 1885 





MISSOURI. Days suitable for fieldwork 6.0. Topsoil 14% very short, 
37% short, 48% adequate, 1% surplus. Cc Coa Tent moved te tre Siete 
last week, bringing cooler weather along with needed precipitation. 
Farmers continued to make corn harvesting progress, recent cooler 
weather have slowed down the later stages of soybean, sorghum 
development. Generally speaking, the most favorable row-crop 
conditions are found across the northwestern, north-central, west- 
central, central areas of the State. Southwestern district leads the State 
with 80% of the corn crop harvested, followed by about 60% in the 
Bootheel. The corn crop is least advanced northeast, only 30% mature. 
Soybean turning color 35%, 4 days behind norm. 'Bootheel leads the 
State with 17% of the sorghum crop harvested. Pasture feed, range 


11% very poor, 22% poor, 36% fair, 27% good, 4% excellent. Recent 
rainfall aby should be beneficial to pastures in the coming days. 





MONTANA: Days suitable for fieldwork 6.0. Topsoil 50% very 

40% short, 10% adequate. Subsoil 42% very short, 45% shor 1 13% 
adequate. Producers finishing up small grain harvest. Very little winter 
wheat seeding done, , producers waiting for more moisture. Sugar beet, 
potato harvest just starting. Oats 92% harvested, 77% 1995, 75% avg. 
Corn for silage 29% harvested, 21% 1995, 35% avg. Sugar beets 1% 
harvested, 1% 1995, 2% avg. Dry beans 76% harvested, 47% 1995, 
41% avg. Potatoes 0% harvested, 4% 1995, 5, 3% avg. vp. Alfalfa hay 2nd 
Cutting 94% complete, 91% 1995, 87% avg. Cattle, calves moved from 
Summer ranges, 16%. Sheep, lambs moved from summer ranges 12%. 


NEBRASKA: Days suitable for fieldwork 5.8. Topsoil 18% short, 81% 
adequate, 1% surplus: Subsoil 16% short, 83% adequate, 1% surplus. 
Fall-like temperatures arrived last week with minimums in the low 40 
degreees recorded in many areas. Corn 80% dent, 80% 1995, 85% 
avg.; 6% mature, 9% 1995, 31% avg.; harvest of high moisture corn, 
seed corn was underway, while silage cutting was in full swing. 
Soybeans 47% color, 41% 1995, 64% avg.; 8% dropping leaves, 
9% 1995, 31% avg. 76% turning color, 64% 1995, 74% avg.; 
So a 9. _Dry beans 78% dropping leaves, 54% 
27% harvested, 18% 


2% very poor, 6% poor, 

far, 49% good, 8% excellent, 94% 3rd cutting, 94% 1995, 91% avg.; 
13% 4th cutting, 14% 1995. Wheat 25% sown, 32% 1995, 36% avg.; 
reporters expressed concern of grasshopper populations in newly 
seeded wheat. Pasture, range 5% poor, 23% fair, 61% good, 12% 
excellent; Activities; Preparing equipment for harvest, silage cutting, 
seed com harvest, soil preparation for fall seeded wheat, livestock care. 








NEVADA: Oats harvest complete. Winter wheat, barley seeding 
underway. Silage corn harvest in full swing. neces pms Se | 
complete north, 4th cutting underway west-central, Sth cutting in 

swing extreme south. Alfalfa seed harvest continued in Humboldt, 
Pershing Counties. Sudan harvest continued extreme south. Potatoes 
harvest in full swing. Onion harvest continued. Fields being prepared 


for garlic planting sdieen cardia eantnaad Gatine. Ureaaeeenien 
pasture conditions continue seasonal deciine. Drought persists 
pen em pre a startet burros. Main farm, 
ranch activities: » alfalfa seed harvest, potato digging, onion 
harvest, irrigating, 


NEW ENGLAND: Days suitable for fieldwork 4.9. Topsoil 2% very 
short, 13% short, 67% adequate, 18% surplus. Subsoil 3% very short, 
13% short, 76% adequate, 8% surplus. Pasture feed 5% poor, 41% 
fir, 52% good, 2 2% pe anagem th A 10% —— 1% 
harvested, 50% 1995, 50% avg.; condition good/fair. Rhode Island 
65% harvested, 50% 1995, 55% avg.; condition good/excelient. 

90% harvested 1995, 80% avg.; condition 

excellent/good. Maine barley 85%, G0% harvested 1996; condition 
excelient/good. corn 10% harvested, 25 % harvested 1995, 15% 
avy ondtion Sweet corn 20% harvested, 95% 1995, 90% 
avo.; good. Shade tobacco 100% harvested, 100% 1995; 
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50% avg.; Corn silage harvested ea 71% 1995, 71% avg.; Flue-cured 
tobacco harvested 89%, 88% 1995, 80% avg.; Burley tobacco 
harvested 58%, 66% 1995, 55% avg.; Apples harvested 33%, 35% 
1995, 43% avg.; Sorghum harvested 27%, 19% 1995, 22% avg. Crop 
condition: Tobacco 22% very poor, 16% poor, 45% fair, 17% good; Hay 


4% very poor, 1% poor, 18% fair, 76% good, 1% excellent. Activities - 


included: Repairing storm damage; cultivating crops; spraying for 
insects, weed control; spraying fungicide on peanuts; harvesting, 
marketing flue-cured tobacco; harvesting burley tobacco; harvesting 
corn, sorghum, vegetables, apples, sweetpotatoes; cutting, baling hay; 
maintaining pastures; sending livestock. 





= a Days suitable for fieldwork 7. Statewide soil 
from a week ago, remained below last = 
aia 7 Sie oe Tonal 25% very short, 29% short, 44% adequate, 2% 
surplus ubsoil 20% very short, 26% short, 51% adequate, 3% 
surplus. . Harvest of small grains neared completion well ahead of last 
year and average. Durum 71% combined; 64% 1995; 63% avg. Late 
season crop development: Canola 61% combined: flaxseed 44% 
combined; 28% 1995; 32% avg.; corn for grain 25% ripe and beyond; 
43% 1995; 29% avg.; dry edible 37% ; 33% 1995; 31% 
avg.; soybeans 44% mature/leaves dropping and beyond; 56% 1995; 
48% avg.; sunflowers 39% bracts turned brown and beyond; 39% 1995, 
28% avg.; potatoes 68% vines killed and beyond, 24% dug; 79% and 
20%, 1995; 83% and 31% avg; sugar beets 5% lifted; 4% 1995; 4% 
avg. Conditions of corn, soybeans, sunflowers decreased from a week 
ago. Light-frost damage along with continued grasshopper, blackbird 
problems are presumably the main cause. Crop condition: Canola 2% 
a 62% good, 17% excellent; flaxseed 4% , 25% fair, 
jad, 9% excelent corn for grain 18% poor, 32% 1, 38% good, 
corn for silage 196 very poor, 7% poor, 24% fal. 58% 
edible tcl ang 7% poor, 30% fair, 
33% fair, 33% good, 4% 





OHIO: Days suitable for fieldwork 5.3. Topsoil 21% very short, 28% 
short, 46% adequate. Alfalfa hay 3rd cutting 81%; 82% 1995; 63% 
normal. Other ae The 3rd cutting 53%; 58% 1995; 55% normal. 
Processing tomato harvest advanced to 45% complete; 73% 1995; 65% 
normal. Apple harvest progresséd to 35% complete. Potatoes dug i is at 
44%; 50% 1995; 50% normal. Some silage Ries exaaan some — 
harvested for grain, progress less than 0.5%. A few soybean 

harvested as well. Winter wheat seeding just tl owing: Pu hod 
= are very active. Tobacco vactecnts is in full se tua 

Livestock 1% very poor, 4% poor, 26% 
eat 11% excellent. Fall calving season beginning. 





OKLAHOMA: Days suitable for fieldwork 5.4. Topsoil 11% short, 81% 
‘adequate, 8% surplus. Subsoil 7% short, 90% adequate, 3% surpius. 
Wheat 79% seedbed prepared, 82% 1995, 86% avg.; 0% up-to-stand, 
1% 1995, 3% avg.; oats 75% seedbed prepared, 69% 1995, 70% avg.; 
12% planted, 7% 1995, 9% avg. Corn 61% mature, 73% 1995, 86% 
avg.; 29% harvested, 30% 1995, 47% avg. 44% mature, 29% 
1995, 32% avg.; 11% harvested, 9% 1995, 9% avg. Peanuts 34% 
mature, 11% 1995, 23% avg. Alfalfa 1% very poor, 3% poor, 30% fair, 
60% good, 6% excellent; 73% 4th cutting, 72% 1995, 78% avg.; 12% 
5th re 11% 1995, 16% avg. Livestock 2% poor, 14% fair, 75% 
good, 9% excellent. Feeder steers, heifers were steady to $1/cwt 





OREGON: Days suitable for fieldwork 6.8. Topsoil 26% very short, 
49% short, 25% —_——. Subsoil 25% very short, 48% short, 27% 
adequate. Barley 89% harvested, 86% 1995, 86% average. Activities: 
Fall grains seeding full swing, some hay harvest continued, grain 
harvest winding down, east. Field preparation underway, red ciover 
seed harvest continued, Willamette Valley. Nurseries continued 
irrigation, fall planting & digging mr container movemént 
underway. Kiamath Basin potatoes 50% turned, 49% knocked down, 
1% harvested. Central potato harvest nearing. Willamette Valley: 
Sweet corn harvest continued, cole crops, squash harvest continued, 
— bean harvest winding down. Apple harvest continued, Mitton- 

reewater district. Pear, apple harvest continued, Rogue River Valley, 
Hood River Valley, Willamette Valley. Willamette Valley: evergreen 
variety blackberry, blueberry harvest winding down, pruning, training 
“caneberries continued, hazeinut drop underway. italian prune harvest 
started. Good cranberry development continued, southern coast. 





Livestock good-excellent. Cooler conditions, light moisture helped fire 
conditions, eastern sections. Two frosts, Klamath Basin. Yearling 
movement to feediots continued. Weekend rain helped western pasture 
feed, supplemental feed needed. 





PENNSYLVANIF: Days suitable for fieldwork 3.7. Soil moisture 2% 
very short, 11% short, 58% adequate, 29% surplus. Corn silage 
harvest progressing slowly due to high moisture in plants. Some corn 
blown down from recent high winds, storms. Pasture, hay growth 
improved with recent rain storms. Continued to be difficult to make hay. 
More concern over late blight in potatoes. Ensilage corn harvest 17% 
complete, 47% 1995, 28% avg. 1% poor, 13% fair, 59% 
good, 27% excellent. Wheat planted 18% complete, 4% 1995, 18% 
avg. Barley planted 17% complete, 7% 1995, 20% avg. Tobacco 
harvest 90% complete, 94% 1995, 81% avg. Potato harvest 43% 
complete, 37% 1995, 49% avg. Aifalfa 3rd cutting 71% complete, 68% 
1995, 74% avg.; 4th cutting 29% complete, 20% 1995, 32% avg. 
Timothy clover 2nd cutting 90% complete, 84% 1995, 91% avg. Quality 
of hay made 4% very poor, 10% poor, 33% fair, 43% good, 10% 
excellent. Apple harvest 34% complete, 28% 1995, 36% avg. Peach 
harvest 89% complete, 89% 1995, 92% avg. Grape harvest 36% 
complete, 37% 1995, 38% avg. Fall —— 38% complete, 22% 1995, 
39% avg Activities: Ben sont. hay and haylage; harvesting corn, corn 
shan 2 potatoes, fruits and vegetables; seeding barley, wheat and alfalfa. 





SOUTH CAROLINA Days suitable for fieldwork 5.4. Corn 67% 
harvested, 77% 1995, 68% avg.; 7% very poor, 19% poor, 29% fair, 
33% good, 1 12% excellent. Hay 2% very poor, 7% poor, 36% fair, 48% 
good, 7% excellent. Sorghum 44% harvested, 33% 1995, 34% avg.; 

3% poor, 60% fair, 27% good, 10% excellent. Sweetpotatoes 16% 
harvested, 8% 1995, 19% avg.; 6% poor, 62% fair, 31% good, 1% 
excellent. Tobacco 94% harvested, 95% 1995, 92% avg.; 44% stalks 
destroyed, 66% 1995, 53% avg.; 2% poor, 28% poor, 47% fair, 


very 
17% good, 6% excellent. Peach harvest 100% complete, 100% 1995, 
99% avg.; 30% very poor, 40% poor, 30% fair. Appies 55% harvested, 
54% 1995, 51% avg.; 40% very poor, 24% poor, 20% fair, 16% good. 





SOUTH DAKOTA Days suitable for fieldwork 5.9. ‘Topsoil 12% very 
short, 41% short, 47% adequate. Subsoil 9% very short, 37% short, 
52% adequate, 2% surplus. Late-pianted row crops need two to three 
more weeks to fully mature. Winter wheat seeding began to get into full- 
swing, remained well behind the normal pace. Corn silage harvested 
11%, 7% 1995, 22% avg. Sorghum silage harvested 7%, 6% 1995, 
21% avg. Soybeans 22% mature, 6% 1995, 19% avg. Sunflowers 96% 
flowers dry, 91% 1995, 88% avg.; 76% bracts yellow, 55% 1995, 67% 
avg.; 16% mature, 8% 1995, 21% avg. Sunflowers 8% poor, 20% fair, 
56% good, 16% excellent. Winter rye 28% planted, 47% 1995, 44% 
avg. Livestock 1% poor, 10% fair, 73% good, 16% excellent. 





TENNESSEE: Days suitable for fieldwork 6.0. Topsoil 20% short, 
76% adequate, 4% surplus. Subsoil 1% very short, 19% short, 76% 
adequate, 4% surplus. Corn 92% mature, 85% 1995, 73% avg.; 33% 
grain harvested, 44% 1995, 23% avg.; 77% silage harvested, 94% 
1995, 71% avg. Tobacco 73% burley harvested, 72% 1995, 74% avg.; 
76% air-cured harvested, 82% 1995, 77% avg.; 72% dark fire-cured 
harvested, 79% 1995, 74% avg. Sorghum 11% fair, 75% good, 14% 
excellent; 88% turning color, 98% 1995, 94% avg.; 70% mature, 84% 
1995, 68% avg.; 21% harvested, 34% 1995, 24% avg. 





TEXAS: Cooler weather continued many areas last week. Rainfall 
scattered across southern, western, Plains areas. Harvest operations 
resuming very slowly as field conditions allowed. Warm, drier conditions 
needed for crops to continue mature, for harvest return full speed. 
Recent rain provided excellent growth i in pastures across State. The 
increased growth provided good host for increasing armyworm 
populations, producers spraying as conditions allowed. Livestock 
proeonpgy continued improve most areas. Supplemental feeding 
slowed. 
Crops: Planting operations slowly —— as soil conditions 
allowed. Greenbugs beginning increase in emerged fields. Arm 
also causing problems some areas. Recent rains should allow for good 
planting moisture. Cooler weather past couple weeks slowed 
emergence. 9% emerged, 6% 1995, 6% avg. Corn harvest in Plains 
as fields drying; however, continued scattered shower activity 
kept poe by progress minimal. Final harvest operations along Upper 
Coast further delayed by wet conditions; however, most fields 
completed. Cooler weather in Plains, north-central areas continued slow 
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sorghum maturing. Some fields harvested parts north-central; however, 
progress limited.some areas because wet conditions. Some spraying 
for head worms occurred. Harvest winding down as conditions allowed 
south-central areas. Cooler weather continued slow maturing for cotton 
in Plains. Insect, weed control operations increased during week. 
Producers parts south-central continued fight regrowth on most fields. 
Rainfall caused quality loss. Harvest also slowed along Upper Coast 
where quality could also suffer from recent rains. Harvest in Coastal 
rss nearing completion, however, wet fields slowed final operations. 
6% harvested, 21% 1995, 20% avg. Final harvest operations delayed 
idea eine Oataasdin Crop been very good to this point with good 
quality, little disease reported. Few fields dug north-central; however, 
progress slow due wet conditions for rice. Disease pressures increased 
some fields with rain. Rainfall has, however, benefited fields in south- 
central. Soybean harvest north- central fields slowly increasing as 
conditions allowed. Harvest along U Coast delayed late week. 
Fields in Plains good progress. Other crops: Oats planted, 7%, 
9% 1995, 9% unflowers 8% harvested, 15% 1995, 15% avg. 
Rio Grande Valley, recent rains provided 
much needed moisture; however, more needed as crops are emerging. 
Planting remained slow because of lack of water; however, recent rains 
could promote more planting. Citrus experienced good sizing. San 
Antonio-Winter Garden, a few fields of irrigated watermelons planted. 
Most land preparations mostly completed. East, sweetpotato harvest 
progressed slowly. Fall gardens iook good at this point. High Plains, 
pepper harvest continued between showers. Pumpkins continued make 
good progress. Trans-Pecos, late cantaloup harvest continued. 
Pecans: Recent rains spawned increased insect activity. Producers 
busy pre A ono as conditions allowed. Webworms a problem many 
@@s groves. Harvest nearing south groves where a good crop 
expected. However, most other areas reduced crop. 
Range and Livestock: Improved growth, greening occurred nearly all 
areas State. Armyworms increased dees these fields with treatment 
underway. Haying activity increased as fields dried. Livestock 


conditions improved. Hornflies continued a problem some areas. 
Supplemental feeding operations slowed with increased pasture growth. 
Fall shearing operations in full swing Hill Country. 





UTAH: Days suitable for fieldwork 6.2. Topsoil 21% very short, 49% 
short, 29% adequate, 1% surplus. Subsoil 23% very short, 50% short, 
27% adequate. Irrigation water supply 13% very short, 35% short, 52% 
. Stock water 18% very short, 38% short, 42% adequate, 2% 
surplus. Winter wheat seeded 19%, 44% 1995, 44% avg. Winter 
wheat emerged 6%, 0% 1995, 7% avg. Oats harvested for grain 77%, 
94% 1995, 87% avg. Corn in dough stage 72%, 61% 1995; dent —_ 
44%, 21% 1995; maturity 13%, 0% 1995, 34% avg.; harvested 
silage 10%, 0% 1995, 18% avg. Onions harvested 40%, 29% 1995, 
37% avg. Dry beans harvested 15%, 4% 1995. Potatoes harvested 
30%, 1% 1995, 25% avg. Alfalfa hay 3rd cutting 77%, 63% 1995, 66% 
avg.; 4th cutting 11%, 0% 1995, 8% avg.; seed harvested 21%, 19% 
1995, 49% avg. Peaches picked 87%, 88% 1995, 88% avg. Apples 
picked 26%, 26% 1995, 19% avg. Pears picked 80%, 79% 1995. 
Range, pasture feed 7% very poor, 34% poor, 46% fair, 13% good. 
Cattle moved from summer range 21%, 14% 1995, 22% avg. Sheep 
moved from summer range 13%, 13% 1995, 18% avg. Major farm, 
ranch activities: Harvesting grains, alfalfa, onions, peaches, and pears. 





VIRGINIA: Days suitable for fieldwork 2.6. Topsoil 37% adequate, 
63% surplus. Subsoil 52% adequate, 48% surplus. Corn 95% dough, 
1995 99%, 100% avg.; 77% dent, 1995 88%, 89% avg.; 52% mature, 
1995 74%, 73% avg.; 10% corn for grain harvested, 1995 36%, 29% 
avg.; 40% com silage harvested, 1995 60%, 51% avg.; Soybeans 82% 
setting pods, 1995 96%, haga 5% poor, 21% fair, 57% good, 17% 

port Cotton 16% fair, 70% good, 14% excellent. Peanuts 1% dug, 
1995 14%, 4% avg.; 0% combined, 1995 2%, 1% avg.; 5% poor, 33% 
fair, 50% good, 12% excellent. Fire cured tobacco 80% harvested, 86% 
1995, 83% avg. Flue cured tobacco 60% harvested, 79% 1995, 71% 
avg. Burley tobacco 45% harvested, 69% 1995, 59% avg. Sun cured 
tobacco 75% harvested, 82% 1995, 80% avg. Livestock 8% fair, 77% 
, 15% excellent. Pasture feed 10% fair, 60% good, 30% excellent. 
iummer apples 95% harvested, 99% 1995; Fall apples 15% harvested, 
16% 1995; 6% very poor, 12% poor, 29% fair, 41% good, 12% 
excellent. Peaches 99% harvested, 100% 1995, 100% avg. Oats 2% 
seeded, 2% 1995, 5% avg. Activities: Farmers continue to deal with 
problems created by tropical storm Fran. Problems include lodging in 
field crops, flooded fields, lack of electricity early week, downed fences, 
fruit blown off trees. Tobacco harvest remains behind schedule, crop 
damaged by wind, heavy rain of Fran. Peach harvest virtually complete. 
Peanut digging just begun. Oats, barley seeding continues. Vegetable 





work continues, includes harvesting, scouting for insects, tieing 
tomatoes. Most areas adequate to surplus moisture; however, crops 
being irrigated Eastern Shore until mid-week rains arrived. 





WASHINGTON: Days suitable for fieldwork 6.8. Topsoil 4% very 
short, 38% short, 57% eae 1% surplus; subsoil 43% short, 57% 


Alfalfa seed harvest, mint second cutting continued. Hay, other 
roughage supplies, 1% short, 96% adequate, 3% surplus. Range, 
pasture feed, 20% poor, 38% fair, 37% good, 5% excellent. Alfalfa 3rd 


Cutting 88%, 95% 1995, 85% avg. Corn silage 25% harvested, 14% 


, fruit harvest was in full swing. 


Delicious, G Deicious, Gala apples were being picked. Bartlett 
pear harvest was winding down as D'Anjou, Bosc 





> ow th aon due to flooding. 

very poor, 2% poor, 29% 

ing 67%, 91% 1995, 86% avg.; 

ore cutie aM Sek oe joc am. fon Md Smeg! 


18% fair, 61% good, 19% 





, yield 
in Rock County looked good, still need rain. 





WYOMING: Days suitable for fieldwork 6.3. Topsoil 17% very short, 
Oe ee ee ee Barley 95% harvested, 95% 
be ocx 91% avg. 86% harvested, 86% 1995, 83% avg. Spring 

oem Nena 88% 1995, 85% avg. Dry beans 93% 
winfowed, 7% 1505, 70% av 6% 66% combined, 37% 1995, 32% avg.; 
good to excellent condition, 93% dented, 52% 1995, 59% avg.; 
58% mature, 13% 1995, 16% yn oe condition, silage 54% 
harvested, 27% 1995, 35% avg. 2nd cutting 95% harvested, 
91% 1995, 94% avg.; 3rd cutting 34%, 26% 1995, 34% avg. Winter 
wheat seeding for 1997 harvest continues, good condition. 
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HIGHLIGHTS 


FSU-WESTERN: Wet weather in Ukraine and Russia delayed 
summer crop maturation and harvesting but provided topsoil moisture 
for winter grain emergence. 


FSU-NEW LANDS: Persistently cool, damp weather in parts of 
Russia delayed spring grain harvesting, while several days of dry 
weather helped harvesting in Kazakhstan. 


EUROPE: Planting preparations for 1997 winter grain a were 
underway throughout the region. 


AUSTRALIA: Scattered showers covered western and southeastern 
winter grain areas, but in the east, lingering patchy test inhibited 
development. 


CANADA: Frost and subfreezing temperatures were scattered 
throughout the Prairies, but — limited damage to immature grains 
and oilseeds. 


SOUTH ASIA: ‘The monsoon was active across the region, 


producing highly variable rainfall in major — oilseed, and cotton 
areas. 


SOUTHEAST ASIA: Tropical cyclones produced wet weather 
across Indochina and the Philippines, slowing rice maturation and 
harvesting. 


EASTERN ASIA: Scattered rain slowed summer crop harvesting 
across the North China Plain and Manchuria. Mostly warm, sunny 
weather favored rice maturation and harvesting across southern China. 


SOUTH AMERICA: In Argentina, cool, dry weather continued to 
stress winter wheat. In southern Brazil, widespread rain benefited 
winter and summer crops. 


MEXICO: Hurricane Fausto hit northwestern Mexico, producing 
beneficial rain, but possibly causing coastal crop damage. 
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Widespread rain (10-50 mm, with locally heavier amounts in excess 
of 50 mm) fell over Russia, Ukraine, Belarus, and Moldova. The 
precipitation that fell over northern Russia ended a drying trend that 
began in early August, favoring emerging winter grains. Farther 
south, although wet weather over southern Russia (Central Black Soils 
Region, lower Volga Valley, and North Caucasus), Ukraine, and 
Moldova interrupted corn and sunflower harvesting, it provided 
topsoil moisture for winter wheat planting. September is the optimum 
month for planting winter wheat in Ukraine and southern Russia. 
Weekly temperatures averaged 1 to 3 degrees C below normal over 
southern Russia, Ukraine, and Belarus and were near normal over 
northern Russia. In August, most of northern Russia (Central Region, 
Volga Vyatsk, northern Central Black Soils Region, and the middle 
and upper Volga Valley) experienced well-below-normal precipitation 
and above-normal temperatures. The dry weather in these areas 
favored fieldwork for spring grain harvesting and winter grain 
planting. However, topsoil moisture was limited by month’s end and 
rain was needed for winter grain germination. Farther south, 
unfavorable dryness continued from August 1-17 over major corn, 
sunflower, and sugarbeet growing areas of Ukraine and southern 
Russia. The dryness further reduced yield prospects for these crops, 
which typically advance through the filling stage in August. On 
August 18, rain began over these areas and continued until month’s 
end, easing the drought, and stabilizing conditions for crops. 
Furthermore, the rains boosted topsoil moisture for upcoming winter 
grain planting. 
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In Russia, persistent showers (10-45 mm) and unseasonably cool 
weather (weekly temperatures averaging 1-3 degrees C below normal) 
continued to delay harvesting in Western and Eastern Siberia. The 
persistent rains in these areas have likely caused some crop lodging 
and raised concerns about potential reductions in grain quality. In 
Kazakhstan, several days of warm, dry weather helped harvest 
activities. In August, below-normal precipitation prevailed over 
spring wheat areas in Urals and Kazakhstan. In Western and Eastern 
Siberia, unseasonably cool weather began about August 10, 
accompanied by above-normal precipitation that fell in the form of 
frequent showers. Although the precipitation provided adequate 
moisture for spring grains in the filling stage, the cool weather slowed 
crop development. 
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Planting preparations for 1997 winter grain crops were underway 
throughout most of the region, while corn harvesting continued to 
advance in southern Europe. Moderate to heavy rain (25-50 mm, with 
locally heavier amounts in excess of 75 mm) fell over southern Spain, 
interrupting corn, sunflower, and cotton harvesting. Farther north, dry 
weather helped early corn harvesting in France and allowed wheat 
harvesting in the United Kingdom to advance toward completion 
without delays. Elsewhere, light to moderate showers (10-40 mm, 
with local amounts in excess of 50 mm) fell over Germany and most 
of eastern Europe. Although the rain caused some delays in summer 
crop harvesting, it provided abundant topsoil moisture needed for 
winter grain emergence. In August, near- to above-normal 
precipitation fell over most of Europe, benefiting summer crops, 
advancing through the filling stage. While the precipitation over the 
United Kingdom, northern France, the Netherlands, Belgium, and 
northern Germany slowed wheat harvesting, it helped to raise soil 
moisture levels that were lowered by summer dryness. Farther south, 
unseasonable rains fell over peninsular Italy and Greece, where 
rainfall ranged from 25 to S50 mm. In southeastern Europe, above- 
normal precipitation in August reversed July’s unfavorably dry 
weather, improving conditions for summer crop development. 
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NORTHWEST AFRICA Total Precipitation (mm) NORTHWEST AFRICA Percent of Normal Precipitation 
a August 1996 : 


























NORTHWEST AFRICA Average Temperature (C) 
August 1996 






































Scattered rain (10-60 mm) fell across the North China Plain and 
Manchuria, slowirg summer crop harvesting, but increasing topsoil 
moisture for early winter wheat planting. Mostly dry, sunny weather 
with isolated showers (10-40 mm) prevailed across southern China, 
aiding single-crop rice harvesting and late double-crop rice 
development. The exception was Typhoon Sally, which hit southern 
Guangdong and Guangxi on September 9 with sustained winds of 85 
to 90 knots (98-104 mph), possibly damaging coastal rice and 
sugarcane. Temperatures averaged 1 to 3 degrees above normal 
across most of China. Mostly dry weather favored rice harvesting 
across North Korea and northern South Korea. Moderate rain (25-75 
mm) fell across Japan and extreme southern South Korea, slowing rice 
harvesting and possibly reducing quality. During August, below- 
normal rainfall aided recovery effurts and late rice replanting across 
east-central China, which experienced severe flooding in July. Near- 
to above-normal August rainfall maintained rice irrigation supplies 
across southern China. Seasonable rainfall benefited filling summer 
crops across the North China Plain and Manchuria. Sunny weather 
SEP 8-14, 1908 and below-normal August rainfall favored filling rice across the 


culeugudapin Korean Peninsula and northern Japan. 
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Widesp: showers continued throughout the main grain, 
oilseed, and cotton areas, maintaining generally adequate to locally 
excessive moisture reserves. An exception was Gujarat’s western 
groundnut region, much of which received less than 10 mm. Showers 
(5-35 mm) tapered off in eastern rice areas that had previously been 
wet. Elsewhere, widespread, locally heavy rain (25-50 mm or greater 
in most areas) fell from north-central India to the southern tip. The 
monsoon withdrawal should be underway soon in the far north. 
During August, frequent, locally inundating showers left most grain, 
oilseeds, and cotton areas with near- to above-normal rainfall. 
Exceptions included Gujarat’s groundnut basin, which began a drying 
trend early in the month. In contrast, a drying trend ended during 
August over important crop areas of southern India. Persistent heavy 
rain in central India likely led to declines in soybean yield potential 
and raised concerns for development of the area’s coarse grains and 
cotton. 
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Wet weather produced in part by two tropical systems slowed rice 


-Maturation and harvesting across central and northern Vietnam, 


eastern Thailand, and the northern Philippines. A tropical depression 
(sustained winds less than 35 knots) passed across Luzon, Philippines 
on September 10, helping to produce widespread heavy showers (50- 
200 mm). This depression then brushed the central Vietnam coast 
before hitting north-central Vietnam on September 14. Typhoon Sally 
hit extreme northern Vietnam on September 9, after brushing the 
extreme southern Chinese coast, with sustained winds of 65 knots (75 
mph). These two tropical systems brought heavy showers (50-200 
mm, with isolated amounts greater 250 mm) to northern and central 
Vietnam, causing local flooding and crop damage. The tropical 
depression also fueled moderate to heavy showers (75-150 mm, with 
isolated amounts greater than 200 mm) across eastern Thailand. 
Moderate showers (30-90 mm) favored oil palm across peninsular 
Malaysia. Scattered showers (10-50 mm) prevailed over Java, where 
moisture is needed in the central portions of the island. During 
August, near- to above-normal rainfall favored rice and sugarcane 
across most of Indochina and the Philippines. Above-normal August 
rainfall aided oil palm and plantation crops across peninsula Malaysia 
and second-crop rice in Java. 
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AUSTRALIA Total Precipitation (mm) 
SEP 8 - 14, 1996 
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Scattered, light to moderate showers (up to 25 mm) fell in western and 
southeastern winter grain areas, with pockets of heavier rain (25-50 
mm or more) confined to crop areas nearest the coast. Dry weather 
continued for the second week in Queensland, extending southward 
into northern New South Wales. A gradual warmup had begun in 
Queensland, with highs reaching the low 30's C. Patchy frost, 
however, returned to the area late in the week, possibly resulting in 
local burn back. Grains should be heading in the northeast and need 
spring to begin in earnest for normal development. August rainfall 
averaged near to above normal throughout the primary winter grain 
areas, maintaining favorable moisture levels for vegetative 
development. Temperatures averaged near normal for the month. 
However, frost and freezing temperatures lingered in the east at 
month’s end, hampering growth of grains in or nearing heading. 
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Dry, early-week cool weather (minimum temperatures ranged from 0 
to -4 degrees C) continued to stress winter wheat across central 
Argentina. Warmer weather prevailed for the rest of the week as 
temperatures averaged 1 to 2 degrees C above normal. However, the 
warmer weather further reduced soil moisture and underscored the 
need for widespread rain for vegetative to reproductive winter wheat. 
In southern Brazil, widespread rain (20-70 mm) increased topsoil 
moisture for flowering coffee and citrus and early soybean planting. 
However, the rain slowed winter wheat harvesting in Mato Grosso do 
Sul and northern Parana. During August, near- to above-normal 
rainfall aided vegetative winter wheat across Buenos Aires province 
in Argentina. However, in southern Cordoba and Santa Fe, August 
rainfall averaged less than 25 percent of normal, stressing wheat. In 
southern Brazil, near- to above-normal August rainfall favored winter 
wheat. 
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Hurricane Fausto crossed the southern tip of Baja California and then 
hit the western province of Sinoloa on September 13, with sustained 
winds of 70 knots (80 mph). The storm possibly damaged coastal 
crops but brought beneficial widespread rain (20-60 mm) to Sinoloa 
and Chihuahua, increasing reservoir levels. Seasonal showers (25-75 
mm) continued across the Southern Plateau corn belt, aiding filling 
corn. Light, scattered rain (less than 10 mm) fell across the northeast. 
Temperatures averaged 1 to 2 degrees C below normal across the 
northwest and 1 to 2 degrees C above normal across the rest of 
Mexico. In August, near- to above-normal rainfall favored corn and 
pastures and increased reservoir levels across central and northern 
Mexico. While this rain helped to ease long-term moisture deficits, 
Sears = continued above-normal rainfall is needed to eliminate the moisture 
SEP 8 - 14, 1996 = Ss shortfalls. August rainfall averaged below normal across 
northwestern and extreme southern Mexico. 
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Frost and freezing temperatures were scattered throughout th 

Prairies, but a killing freeze was generally limited to local sections of 
Saskatchewan and Alberta’s Peace River Valley. Some damage to 
very late-planted grains and oilseeds in these areas was possible. 
Elsewhere, lows of 0 to 4 degrees C were common, with the mildest 
weather remaining in the southwest (3-6 degrees C). A warming trend 
later in the week, coupled with a week of dry weather, favored a 
renewal of harvesting. In Ontario and Quebec, wet weather (25-50 
mm or more) in most crop areas was unfavorable for maturing corn 
and soybeans and field preparations for winter wheat planting. During 
August, warmer, drier weather dominated the Prairies, hastening 
development of late-planted grains and oilseeds. By early September, 
less of the crop was vulnerable to freeze damage than had been 
previously anticipated. In the southwest, periods of hot (mid 30's C), 
dry weather caused some additional stress. By month’s end, crops had 
matured across the south and harvesting was underway, albeit behind 
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The following information was released by USDA's Agricultural Statistics Board on September 11, 1996. Forecasts refer to September 1. 


Corn production is forecast at 8.80 billion bushels, up 19 percent 
(%) from 1995. Yields are expected to average 120.2 bushels per 


acre, wp 1.5 bushels ftom last month and 6.7 bushels from 1995. 


Acreage harvested and to be harvested for grain is forecast at 73.3 
thillion acres, unchanged from last month. 


Soybean production is forecast at 2.27 billion bushels, down 1% 
from August 1, but up 5% from 1995. Yield is forecast at 35.8 
bushels per acre, 0.4 bushels below the August 1 estimate, but 0.9 
bushels above a year ago. Acres intended for harvest, at 63.4 million 
acres, is unchanged from August 1. 


All cotton production is forecast at 17.9 million bales, down 4% 


from last month and unchanged from 1995. Yield is indicated at 661 
pounds per acre, up 124 pounds from last year. 


All wheat production is forecast at 2.30 billion bushels, up 
2% from last month and 5% above the 1995 crop. The yield 
is placed at 36.4 bushels per acre, up 0.8 bushels from the last 


forecast. 


Spring wheat (excluding durum) production is forecast at 687 
million bushels, up 8% from last month and 28% from 1995. This 
production level is second only to the 1992 record of 758 million 
bushels. The yield is expected to average 35.1 bushels per acre, up 
2.6 bushels from a month ago. 


Durum wheats forecast at 114 million bushels, down 5% from last 
month, but up 11% from 1995. The yield is placed at 33.0 bushels 


per acre, down 1.6 bushels from the last forecast. 
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